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I spoke with AJ the day after he learned of his
award. 

LB: What/when did you first decide to become an
architect? What inspired you?
AJ: At Cal State University Fullerton. Counselors
noted my passion for art and that I did well in
science. Architecture seemed a natural choice with
these aptitudes. 

LB: Have you had a teacher that inspired you? 
AJ: Yes, two at CSUF. My first design teacher had
received an M. Arch. from UCLA, and gave me
lessons I still utilize today. He helped me understand
the path to receiving a B. Arch., describing the
options available. My first drafting class at CSUF
was led by Lindsey Engels, a practicing architect.
She was truly an inspiration, explaining the arduous
process to licensure. She said, “Architecture will
change the way you see the world.”

Continues on pg. 4

for a Community College Student
Transferring to a University for a
Professional Degree

Photo Above:  Hand Drafted Elevation Drawing by AJ Castro

Alexander Castro
Receives the Coveted
Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship



4 JEAN ROTH DRISKEL SCHOLARSHIP // QUARTER 3 // 2021

LB: What classes were you good at in High
School?
AJ: I attended a magnet school in high school where
they have subsequently adopted a STEAM program.
Emphasis was on science, and visual and performing
arts. I liked theater the most. But acting was too
stressful. I was active in “Technical Theater” --
behind the scenes — where I learned and designed
makeup, props, backdrops, and other support skills.  

LB: Do you work part-time and/or full-time to
help pay expenses?
AJ: Fortunately, I’ve worked part-time for Lindsey
Engels the past 2-1/2 years. The experience
designing and drafting residential, commercial, and
civic projects has helped me better understand those
subjects that are most essential to become a
successful architect. 

LB: Any comments about the cost of school –
tuition, living expenses?
AJ: Like too many students, my family is in that gap
between those that qualify for public education
assistance, and those with sufficient wealth to pay
for their children’s college education. My family is
very supportive of my chosen career. I continue to
live at home rent free, but I pay for my education
with student loans and part-time work. I believe that
the cost of higher education is extremely high; 

 LB: What kind of architect do you expect to
become?
AJ: An easy question. As a resident of Orange
County, I don’t see buildings designed for people like
me – a Non-Binary Chicanx person. Our environment
effects who we are and who we will become.
Subconsciously, that influences us. I, as a designer,
want to change our built environment to be more
inclusive of people who are excluded from the
conversation.

LB: I understand you enjoy doing art including
hand-sketches. Sketching is becoming a lost art,
at least among architects. Any comments? 
AJ: I do! I was Introduced to design through manga,
animation, and illustration; so, it has fit nicely into my
own practice. I personally do it with pencil and paper,
but technology can run faster than I. I’m not sure I
would call hand sketching a lost art, I would say the
tools are merely changing form. Every tool has its
strengths and weaknesses, and I think it’s important
not to rely on just one. 

I see professionals —who are not that much older
than me— struggling immensely under the weight of
student loan debt. 

Lance Bird and Genevieve Enriquez, interview
observer, former JRD Scholarship candidate
and Scholarship Fundraising Trustee

“I have the unique
experience that allows
me to help marginalized
communities carve their
own space in this world.”

Photo:
Computer Model &
Post Production
render by AJ Castro
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EAST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE
Stephen Curtiss – Transferring to Howard University 
A good speaker, his cultural background is revealed in his designs. Before
graduating from high school, Stephen received training in animation and
arts for seven years at the Watts Tower Arts Center in partnership with CAL
Arts. He plans to pursue art and architecture as a career. Stephen is VP of
the NOMA (National Organization of Minority Architects) student chapter at
ELAC. 
“Growing up in Compton, an African American who has a deep interest in art
and architecture, you are immediately an outcast. Luckily for me, I was
always inspired by my college-educated parents to pursue my passion, which
as early as the age of 7 was architecture.”

Daniel Silva – Transferring to USC 
In addition to carrying a full college load, Daniel works at Home Depot to help support himself and his immigrant
parents. He is the first member in his family to graduate from high school. He shared his family’s trauma of
eviction from their home of 23 years and living with relatives. His personal experience has inspired Daniel to
pursue design of affordable housing. 
“Over the last couple years, I’ve worked full time at The Home Depot…to pay a portion of my tuition. The Jean Roth
Driskel Scholarship will help cover the cost of USC’s tuition, reducing my time working full-time…allowing me to
[focus on] my architectural education, and ultimately aiding me to contribute to affordable housing.”

MT SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE
Nyan Lin Myat (Nicholas) -Transferring to Cal Poly Pomona 
An immigrant from Myanmar, Nyan's enthusiasm for architecture was different from the other candidates. He has
a broad understanding of the professional side of architecture. He demonstrates an exceptional ability to explain
the use of software programs to solve architectural problems.
“2020 and online learning has opened my eyes to the digital aspect of Architecture. I am very thrilled for the wide
array of career opportunities available in the rapidly developing industry.”

PASADENA CITY COLLEGE
Selina Gottloeber - Transferring to SCI-Arc
A native of Germany, Selina’s diverse career paths include a tourism
internship in New York City, four years as a Lufthansa flight attendant and
two years of travel in Asia, Australasia, and the Americas. Despite her
father’s discouraging a career in architecture, her life experiences have
prepared her for an exceptional architectural career.   
“My goal in my work and with my life is to find a healthy balance, a way in
which man and nature can co-exist without damage. The conservation of our
ecosystem is the most important challenge we are facing, and work needs to
be done on every possible level.”



6 JEAN ROTH DRISKEL SCHOLARSHIP // QUARTER 3 // 2021

Kimberly Yan -- Transferring to Cal Poly Pomona 
Kimberly grew up in a Chinese household but has lived half her
life in Venezuela. Her mixed cultural background gives her a
depth of understanding reflected in her outstanding schoolwork.
Her exceptional photography talents augment her design skills.  
“My advocacy and knowledge on environmental sustainability has
been nurtured by academic studies as well as direct involvement….
I would like to examine sustainable design solutions for
Architecture in terms of zero waste… minimizing… environmental
impact by rethinking reused and recycled materials to prevent
waste production, pollution, and disposal.”

Lance Bird, FAIA James Betancourt,
Assoc. AIA

Doug Ewing, FAIA

Rob Tyler, AIA

Genevieve Enriquez
Assoc. AIA

John Tegtmeyer, AIA

Hazim Rabadi, AIA

THE JRD SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE



See “What’s Up On Campus” for reports from AIAS
(American Institute of Architecture Students), and
architecture program leaders in the community
colleges and universities we support. Some
continue with remote and hybrid teaching, others
like USC are teaching on campus, supplemented
with hybrid classes. With Trojan Check, to come
on campus they require students to be vaccinated
and tested weekly. AIAS president, a fourth-year
undergraduate student at USC praises the
benefits of interacting directly with studio
classmates. 

Read on for the Scholarship program’s
outstanding fundraising successes during the
pandemic. Our generous supporters are listed,
and the End-of-Year Fundraising plans described.
Thank you to the many Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship supporters. Your generosity is having
a profound impact on those receiving the award.
In just two years our two annual scholarships
have grown from $1,500 to $7,500 each. In 2022
we plan to double the scholarships given and add
Glendale Community College to the schools we
support. 

Lance Bird, FAIA
October 10, 2021

A Note From the
Fundraising Committee
Chair & Report Editor

As we approach the end of 2021 let’s celebrate
the establishment of the Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship by Jean’s family in memory of her
remarkable life and career. Fifty Years! First
Woman Chapter President and said to be the
third woman to be elevated to the College of
Fellows. In fifty years, countless Driskel
scholarships have been awarded to aspiring
architectural students in our region.  

Twenty years ago, 2001 Chapter President,
Kenneth R. Long, AIA brought new energy to the
scholarship committee. As chair with the
support of Veronica West, AIA, Ara Zenobians,
AIA, and Tom Zartl, AIA, they’ve interviewed an
estimated 320 students and awarded nearly 40
scholarships.  

Our 3rd Quarter Report announces the 2021
Driskel Scholar transferring from Mt Sac to Cal
Poly Pomona, Alexander Castro, and briefly
describes the six remarkable nominees in the
“community college – transfer to a university for
a professional degree” category. 

Recognizing one of the exceptional MEP firms in
our region, Corporate Partner P2S Inc. describes
their commitment to education embedded in
their culture. They are a shining example of how
supporting education within the firm, and in
academia will provide leading-edge, quality
professional staff. 
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Photo: Lance Bird, FAIA, Pismo Beach, CA
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What's Up...On Campus
University of Southern California - 
AIAS Report 

Classes are back in full swing this Fall at the
USC School of Architecture. Almost all classes
are back in person, and it has been exciting and
overwhelming to be back on campus after about
a year and a half at home. Some studio
professors have opted for a hybrid class while
others are in person every class session. Each
studio consists of about 12 students therefore it
is pretty easy to distance ourselves while still
learning together in a classroom setting. 

USC is currently requiring all students and
visitors to complete Trojan Check before
entering the campus. Before the start of the
semester, everyone was required to submit proof
of vaccination in order to return to campus,
which was the first step in our Trojan Check. The
next step is to get tested every week at one of
the 3 testing sites on campus. If you receive a
negative result and have no symptoms, you are
all set to enter campus. Though the testing lines
were a bit of a struggle to endure in the
beginning, I think all students have gotten into a
habit by now and it runs very smoothly. It helps
create a piece of mind amongst the students and
faculty.

Overall, I think students are glad to be back on
campus. The semesters spent in virtual studios
sometimes made it difficult to be enthusiastic
about the work we were producing. It was nice to
develop an at-home routine but nothing could
compare to actual studio life. Personally, I love
being able to talk to studio-mates with ease so I
can bounce ideas off of them and help them out
with their designs as well. 

Though pin-ups and reviews may remain a bit
low-key for a while, the benefits of receiving
feedback and sketches in person will still have a
great impact on our work.

I am also thrilled to be able to run meetings for
our AIAS chapter in person this semester. Just
from one meeting, we’ve already seen more
interaction from students since last semester.
We are attracting students of all years, from both
the undergraduate and graduate programs, who
are excited to get involved on campus. For some,
it is their first semester in person in college and
I’m honored to have the opportunity to help them
adjust into life at USC.

I’m very grateful for the continued support from
the AIA Pasadena & Foothill Chapter.
Scholarships such as the JRD inspire students to
push themselves creatively and think of other
professional opportunities that their future
holds. This validation of our hard work is the
best form of encouragement and the support
from the community makes it all possible.
Fight on!

Lala Nikola, USC Architecture Student
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What's Up...On Campus

As a result of the ongoing pandemic the school
has resorted to a hybrid learning system, taking
precautions and reducing exposure in close
quarters. All courses such as history, film,
structures, philosophy, and visual studies are all
held online through many mediums. Microsoft
Teams and Zoom being the most common
solutions for class discussion and attendance.
Studio classes are split into two groups -- online
and in person -- reducing close contact. Class
structure is composed of pods with 6 feet
between students and a large screen for those
online using online platforms such as Miro to pin
up and present virtually. 

To attend classes on campus, proof of COVID-19
vaccination is required for all students, faculty,
staff, and approved visitors. Students must
complete the COVID-19 Vaccination Registration
form as well as completion of online COVID-19
health and safety training. Masks are also
required on campus at all times and maintaining
a minimum social distance of six feet while
indoors is highly encouraged. Outside visitors
are limited to the SCI-Arc Gallery and admissions
tours by appointment only. Other outside visitors
are allowed on campus on a case-by-case basis
as approved by the appropriate staff department
head.

It is great to see the Jean Roth Driskel
Scholarship grow from $1,500 each in 2019, to
$7,500 this year. The generosity conducted
through the pandemic is outstanding. As a
previous JRD recipient I can attest to the great
financial support this scholarship has provided. 

There are many students in similar situations
that lack funding to pursue their dreams in
architecture academia. I can relate for receiving
this scholarship in 2019 solidified my thoughts
on continuing to pursue architecture and
motivated me to keep working on my degree.
Many of the fears were not based on grades or
talent but on financial hardships and support.
The continuation and growth of this scholarship
fund will greatly impact those in similar
situations and reward those that dedicate their
time to Architecture. 

The Architecture Department at ELAC began the
fall semester with all classes still being taught
online thru Zoom as they have been taught since
the pandemic began in early spring semester of
2020. With numerous safety protocols and
refurbishing of HVAC systems to be finalized
and other uncertainties still not settled we
continue online. The 2022 spring semester
though is so far planned to be offered with about
80% of the classes in person and the lecture
courses will remain online. As it is a common
pattern in educational institutions throughout the
nation, our overall enrollment has dropped
approximately 15-20% as many students have
struggled with pandemic related problems and
the process that online learning poses for our
community of students that have substantial
economic and social challenges. 

Emilio Bustos 
SCI-Arc, AIAS Chapter President, 4th Year
Undergraduate
Driskel Scholar – Spring 2019

SCI-Arc - AIAS Report

East Los Angeles College

Continued from pg. 8
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What's Up...On Campus

Overall though, there is a core group of students
that remain very engaged and have actually
gained valuable lessons in overcoming obstacles
and how to manage the newly found digital
environment. Additionally, as other architecture
programs across California have decreased and
are now in a survival mode, we have gained a
large number of students that have discovered
our substantial course offerings and the legacy
of success that the program has maintained for
decades going back to 1945. 

We look forward to the 2022 spring semester as
a kind of “reset” to offer more online classes for
working professionals in the evening as well as
on Saturdays. Creating hybrid courses that will
be in-person as well as online simultaneously as
the college is installing equipment that will allow
for this. Offering “non-synchronous” online
courses that students can enroll in, it will offer
the flexibility needed with their work schedules.
We see this pandemic period in the education
environment as an opportunity to reconsider how
to best pivot and take advantage of what we
have learned and strategize with the changing
nature of the delivery of education. We regularly
have online “All Department” meetings with
faculty and students, student clubs, an online
“lecture series” and get together with students
such as site visits and social events. 

This fall semester marks the beginning of a new
chapter in the department with the absence of
three professors that for decades provided the
leadership and teaching excellence for which the
program has attained accolades and awards.

Professor and former Chair, Michael Hamner,
Professor Patricia Combes-Brighton and
Professor James Kawahara have retired but are
returning to teach as adjuncts in the spring. Very
capable and experienced adjunct faculty have
been hired for this semester and they have
brought their current practice related experience
to the program. With their addition to the team of
current faculty and adjuncts the program looks
forward to more successful achievements in the
years to come. I became Chair this past July and
have been teaching at ELAC for the past 21
years. As an alumnus who transferred to Cal
Poly Pomona from ELAC I am very proud to lead
the department and look forward to being in
contact with you in the future. 

Continued from pg. 9

Alexis Navarro
Chair and Professor
Architecture Department
East Los Angeles College
navarraj@elac.edu

Pasadena City College

As we start a new academic year at the
Pasadena City College Architecture Program we
are excited to be back on campus, welcoming a
cohort of new and returning students, many of
whom have only ever taken architecture classes
online.

Many of our first-year students graduated high
school online and are now excited to be meeting
each other in-person and accessing much
needed technology through the architecture labs. 

mailto:navarraj@elac.edu
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What's Up...On Campus

This year we were able to provide each student
with a welcome kit with supplies they needed for
the first few weeks of class. It was a small
gesture but made the students feel valued,
welcomed, and supported.

Meanwhile, our second-year students, who
completed their first year entirely online, are
eager to do real world site visits, work in face-to-
face teams and build physical models. Even as
this new world is opening to them, our students
now realize how much time and money they
must invest to succeed in their studies. 

Our recent graduates have impressed us with
their maturity and resilience. More than half of
our Spring 2021 program graduates transferred
to local or national architecture programs. Other
students have chosen to gather needed GE
credits while working full-time to save for
transfer. A few students decided to go straight
to work in design and construction firms to gain
experience, while hoping to be able to start a
professional degree program in a few years.
Several students who were not able to complete
the program in Spring, due to pandemic related
issues, have returned and will graduate at the
end of this semester. 

Every student, working with their family and
loved ones, has had to make difficult choices as
they navigate a path towards a successful career
in architecture. Many of our transferring
students were aided by scholarships either from
their chosen transfer university or supporting
institutions. This financial support made those
choices a bit easier. 

The two students whose work is included here
show the difficulty of these decisions. Just
before the fall semester started, Areil Hovsepian
took the leap into third year at Woodbury
University, reasoning that his scholarship and the
IPAL program will help him graduate into the
field more quickly. 
Myles Erhler-Sermchief chose to develop
advanced skills in our technology classes while
weighing his transfer options. 

Ultimately, scholarships and financial support
help students make the big decisions and move
forward in their education. A scholarship may
seem like a small gesture to us, but it makes a
huge difference in the lives of our students!

Deborah Bird and Greg Zamora

Pasadena City College

Photo: PCC Spring Studio, Myles Ehrler-Sermchief

Continued from pg. 10



12 JEAN ROTH DRISKEL SCHOLARSHIP // QUARTER 3 // 2021

What's Up...On Campus

 Perseverance over the past 18 months has been
defined by an ability to anticipate, identify, and
overcome the challenges of the COVID‐19
pandemic. Woodbury School of Architecture
(WSoA) has been no exception. As educators,
professionals, and community leaders, our
utmost priority is the health and safety of our
students, faculty, and the public. Through
determination and creativity, the School of
Architecture has been able not just to persevere,
but to thrive.   

Despite the inherent difficulties that come with a
remote studio environment, Woodbury students
continued to push the boundaries of ethical
innovation in architecture. Two of our 2021
graduates, Maneh Tahmasian and Khun Hein,
were featured in Archinect’s 2021 Thesis Review
Spotlight for their work exploring the socio‐
political and environmental significance
architecture is capable of providing. Another
group of students sought to address the issue of
health and wellness in a post‐pandemic age
through an exploratory studio project, receiving
an honorable mention in the nation‐wide ACSA
Steel Competition. 

Moreover, the WSoA Design Lab, a program that
prepares high school students for the
architectural studio environment, persisted in its
outreach to the community, ensuring that the
School of Architecture, as well as the
architectural profession, continues to grow with
each coming year. 

These achievements in the face of adversity
would not be possible without the continued
support of the broader architectural community.
Many of our students, particularly in times such
as these, rely on the generous financial gifts and
scholarship programs that institutions such as
yours help to provide. Without these
opportunities, architectural education, and by
extension the practice of architecture itself,
would become inaccessible to so many
otherwise deserving students. We thank you for
your partnership, and we look forward to
continuing our pursuit of educational equity
together.

Wil Strickland, Director of Outreach
Architect Licensing Advisor

Photo: Woodbury University B.Arch Student, Jose PerezWoodbury University

Continued from pg. 6
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What's Up...On Campus

We greatly appreciate the opportunity the JRD scholarship program brings to our students. You may know we
have one of the most diverse programs in the US, 79.3% minority and 52% women students. And regardless of
cultural background, most of our students are the first in their family to attend college. As a public institution,
CPPARC is probably the most affordable path to the professional degree, even more so when combined with
2 years at a community college. Our ratio of first-time freshmen to transfer students is 100 to 80 students
each year. We serve the underserved which has led to many of the regions significant being led by hard
working, bright and culturally diverse CPPARC alumni.

We all had a lot to deal with over the past 20 months, but as a testament to the CPPARC students and
program, our students started a chapter of NOMAS this year which was recognized as chapter of the year and
is now also the largest in the US. They have been very active with the regional NOMA and are running summer
boot camps in middle and high schools to cultivate opportunities for kids in underrepresented neighborhoods.
And, in a short period of time they raised more than $50,000 to support young students' participation in the
summer boot camps.

Continued from pg. 12

George Proctor, AIA
Professor & Chair, Department of Architecture
Cal Poly Pomona

Cal Poly Pomona

The Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship Fund is a component fund of the California Community Foundation (CCF), a
501(c)(3) public charity. Contributions to the California Community Foundation represent irrevocable gifts
subject to the legal and fiduciary control of the Foundation’s Board of Directors. The following financial
information is provided daily by CCF.

Our plan – reach $300,000 by end of year to double the
number of scholarships, increasing to four. DONATE HERE

HELP ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS TODAY

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund


 FUND BALANCE AS OF 10/10/21 = 
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FINANCIAL REPORT

$64,890
$22,681
$1,677
$3,665
$179

OUR PLAN – REACHOUR PLAN – REACH
$300,000 BY END OF$300,000 BY END OF
YEAR TO DOUBLE THEYEAR TO DOUBLE THE
NUMBER OFNUMBER OF
SCHOLARSHIPS,SCHOLARSHIPS,
INCREASING TO FOUR.INCREASING TO FOUR.

DONATIONS

MARKET VALUE CHANGE

INCOME

ADMIN/BANK FEES

INVEST MGR FEES

$272,876
YEAR TO DATE:

53%14%

37%

Experienced housing
insecurity in the previous
12 months.

The eight architectural programs we support have an estimated enrollment of
2,600. We currently give two scholarships each year. That’s not enough! Often
local students mention their financial challenges, such as basic needs insecurities.
Glendale Community College found: 

Experienced
homelessness in the
previous 12 months.

Students experienced food
insecurity in the previous 30
days.

THE NEED FOR STUDENT AID IS GROWING



 
 
October 2021 – “As is a common pattern in educational institutions throughout the nation, our
overall enrollment has dropped approximately 15-20% as many students have struggled with
pandemic related problems and the process that online learning poses for our community of students
that have substantial economic and social challenges.” Alexis Navarro, East Los Angeles College
Chair 

Licensure exams taken in 2020 dropped by 44%. 
ARE completions dropped by 42% in 2020. 
Number of newly licensed architects dropped by 40% in 2020. 
The number of NCARB candidates beginning their licensure process dropped by 33%. 

 
 

Reported in 2020 - The pandemic has had a severe impact on architectural students (due to remote
teaching and lack of jobs), those taking the licensure exams, and achieving licensure. 

 
 
Our Chapter Scholarship Fundraising Committee’s seven trustees will contact Chapter members and
industry engineers, contractors, clients, and other friends. Chapter members can expect a mailer the
end of November requesting a contribution. Please make student scholarships a priority for your
giving this year. 

Lance Bird, FAIA

Pre-Pandemic - In 23 years, the
number of architectural programs has
shrunk from 155 to 100. The number
of architectural students in that
period has shrunk from 35,500 to
24,500 students. 
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"BY THE NUMBERS"

44%
LICENSURE EXAMS TAKEN DROPPED
IN 2020 DROPPED BY:

Our plan – reach $300,000 by end of year to double the
number of scholarships, increasing to four. DONATE HERE

HELP ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS TODAY

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
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“We invest in our employees by providing
numerous opportunities for growth both
professionally and personally. We foster a
healthy environment where we encourage
and reward initiative and professional and
personal development. Because we see our
employees as our future, we offer a generous
tuition reimbursement program that allows
employees to pursue their full potential.
Commitment to professional training.”

Internship, Mentorship, and Staff Training

JB: What sets you aside seems to be a deep
commitment to provide clients with superior
engineering solutions. That takes
knowledgeable, dedicated staff, always looking
to the future. Tell me about your staff training,
internships and mentoring programs.

AB: Providing effective training, internship and
mentoring programs are critical to the success
of an organization. I compare mentoring young
engineers to planting a young tree. It is much
easier to align a young tree in the right direction
than trying to align the same once it grows.
Similarly, young engineers need to be correctly
mentored to succeed in the future. We as a
company invest a lot in offering comprehensive
training and mentoring programs to ensure our
young engineers are mentored correctly from
day one. We not only assign a mentor for every
new individual that comes into our company to
guide him or her through our company’s
process and standards, but also assign a senior
engineer to mentor them on all aspects of
engineering design.

Donations to Foundations and Scholarships

JB: You’ve given generously to the Jean Roth
Driskel Scholarship Fund, a program for
architectural students. Why architects? 

The following provides a glimpse of P2S
culture, explaining why this foremost
mechanical-electrical engineering firm has had
remarkable success in their 30-year history.
Lance Bird, FAIA, Scholarship Fundraising
Chair, recently shared his former firm’s (LCDG)
exceptional experience with P2S since their
founding. May 14, 2021, Scholarship
Fundraising Trustee James Betancourt
interviewed Aravind Batra, PE, P2S Vice
President & Principal. This Corporate Partner
of the Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship Fund
sums up P2S’s successful culture on their
website: 

Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship
Corporate Partner

‘A Culture of Professional 
Education and Growth”
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CONTINUED FROM PG.16

AB: We support students through various
foundations and scholarships. We know the
money is being wisely spent on deserving
students. Architects are a critical part of our
community. We can’t design high performance
buildings without close collaboration and
coordination with architects. We feel we are
partners in this endeavor. Mentoring and
guiding each other on the engineering aspect is
just as essential as architects guiding us on the
architectural elements of the building. This
provides an integrated approach to designing
buildings and creates a synergy for high
performance building design that users benefit
from. 

 
AB: This year, our firm celebrated its 30th
anniversary. We’ve grown from a single office in
Lakewood, CA to a staff of 270 spread across
our six offices (five in California and one in
Seattle). In the beginning our core work was
primarily in Education. Since then, our services
have expanded to Healthcare, Aviation,
Aerospace, Industrial and other market sectors.
We also offer commissioning and construction
management services to all these market
sectors.

 

JB: What are P2S’s project goals and design
approach?

AB: Our goals are to create high performance
sustainable buildings that provide a productive,
healthy, and comfortable environment and
enrich the life of the users. Our approach on all
projects is to adopt an integrated design that
optimizes energy performance, enhances indoor
environmental quality and minimizes our overall
natural resources. We work closely with
architects, guiding them to minimize external
loads by maximizing the efficiency of the overall
envelope, promoting daylighting to minimize the
use of electric lighting, providing efficient MEP
systems and controls and promoting renewable
energy sources to lower overall energy use and
minimize greenhouse gas emissions to reduce
the overall impact to our environment. Our
approach always focuses on identifying client
issues and supplementing them with our
innovative solutions.

"providing efficient MEP
systems...reduce the overall
impact to our environment

Cal State Long Beach, Net-Zero Energy College of Professional & International Education
The 35,000 SF College of Professional and International Education (CPIE) is CSULB’s first ever Net-Zero Energy
(NZE) building. Our design is based on a holistic approach involving ideal building orientation and window placement
and an efficient envelope to maximize daylighting and minimize electric lighting during the day.

P2S – History and Today

 JB: Tell me more about  your firm and your
projects.
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Making a Difference is an annual program
which provides our team an opportunity to apply
on behalf of a charitable organization. We
encourage active participation in the
organization they are asking KTGY to support.
Throughout the years, KTGY has partnered with
Habitat for Humanity, AIME Mentor Program,  
 HomeAid, Together We Rise, Community of
Hope, Ronald McDonald House, Cycle for
Survival, Hospice of Kona, Colorado Village
Collaborative and many more. This year, we
received an application from KTGY’s Elizabeth
Vento, based out of our Los Angeles studio.
Elizabeth’s request was to support the Jean
Roth Driskel Scholarship which awards
scholarships to future architecture students.
Elizabeth has been involved with the scholarship
program through AIA-Pasadena-Foothill
Chapter since 2019 and we were excited to
know that our contribution would help support
two future architects. 

 The challenges of this past year have
highlighted the importance of helping others.
Outreach, scholarships, and education can be
valuable opportunities to develop diversity and
cultural competency in the future of
architecture. Making a Difference is a chance
for us to create awareness, provide leadership
and offer support towards causes that our team
members are most passionate about in our
communities. 

 At KTGY, we believe it is our responsibility to
invest back into the lives of the people who live,
work, and play in the environments we plan and
design with the hope of establishing thriving and
vibrant communities. Many of our team
members have given their time selflessly
through various organizations that strive to
address challenging issues such as food
insecurity, homelessness, education, and equity.
In 2012, KTGY developed the Making a
Difference sponsorship program to join our
team in their charitable contributions and invest
back into our communities.  

Westside at Shady Grove
Metro transforms a 90-
acre industrial park into a
T.O.D. mixed-use
development. Located in
Rockville, MD

Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship

KTGY, Making a Difference  
By Patricia Mao Booker, 
Director, Production 

Photo:
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Five Plus’s international work was limited to
planning and schematics. Beginning the
licensure process, he realized at Five Plus he
was missing a large part of what the profession
is about. Noel has now passed five of the six
total exams and is well on his way to licensure. 

With a love for music, Noel began his college
years at Citrus Community College, studying
audio engineering, recording and production.
While gaining a certificate in the field, he
realized music was not his strong suit,
transferring to Cal Poly as a first-year
architecture student. Today, like so many
architectural students, he’s paying off student
debt, but is grateful for the financial aid he
received in school. 

Noel is another Driskel Scholar success story,
already meeting many of his goals at graduation
-- applying his strong design talents at work,
married to another Cal Poly architecture
graduate, home ownership, and near licensure.
He is proud to be with GGA, knowing that he will
gain broad, diverse experience working on
projects that serve the community. 

- Lance Bird, FAIA

Noel Vazquez, 2015 Driskel Scholar, joined GGA
Architects in September. GGA has long been a
staunch supporter of AIAPF; principal Harry
Drake, AIA, was 2017 Chapter President.
Receiving the scholarship had a tremendous
impact on Noel, boosting his confidence, while
providing financial assistance. He recalled the
Scholarship Committee interview, and the
affirmation he felt – “They believe in me!” Rather
than take the study-abroad fourth year option at
Cal Poly, he remained on campus to take
classes with Cal Poly’s talented faculty. His
accolades upon graduation with a B. Arch in
2017 included: Summa Cum Laude; Dept of
Architecture Dean’s 2017 Outstanding Student
Award; and member of Tau Sigma Delta
Architecture Honor Society.

Noel joined Hollywood-based Five Plus Design,
an international retail master planning firm,
remaining there for four years. While a dream
job for a recent graduate,

Noel Vazquez, Captured
in his new architecture

studio space at GGA

Driskel
Scholar
Joins GGA
Architects

Photo:
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Corporate Partner - $3,000 or greater
Mary Hsu
P2S Engineers

Legacy - $1,000 - $19,999
Anonymous 
B&J HBK, Inc.
Curtis Booth
Brian Buckingham
East Los Angeles College, -
- Michael Hamner, FAIA
Armando Gonzalez, FAIA
Gouvis Engineering Consulting

Platinum - $500 - $999
Bruce A. Bailey, AIA
Gangi Builders
KTGY
Joe O'Hara, AIA
Orco Block & Hardscape
Jason Rezell - Linwood Engineering
Vjay Sehgal, FAIAd
Kunal Shah - PBS Engineers

Gold - $100 - $499
Rachel Adams, AIA
Anonymous
Jane Becronis, AIA
James Betancourt, Assoc. AIA
James Bruni - California Design Offices 
Charles Bryant, AIA
Joe Catalano, AIA
Brooks Cavin, AIA
The Carroll Family Trust, IMO Hans Mumper
Ralph H. Flewelling, AIA
Steven Lewis, AIA

Silver - $20 - $99
Anonymous

Toyota

Tracy A. Jeandron, AIA
Kenneth R. Long, AIA
Mark Malaby, AIA
Kevin O'Brien, AIA
Tom Zartl, AIA
Ara Zenobians, AIA
Ari Zieger

James Spencer, FAIA
Pamela Hillings Tegtmeyer
Rob Tyler, AIA
Mary Urquhart
Robert Wang, AIA*
Wheeler & Gray
Thomas Zartl, AIA

Don Morton - June Lake Accomodations
Varoujan Movsesian, AIA
Heidrun Mumper-Drumm
Don Murphy, AIA
Gregory Norden, AIA
Richard Panos, AIA
Stacy Pray, AIA
Steve Pribyl, Architect
Winston Thorne, AIA

Gary McKee, Assoc AIA

Benefactor - $20,000 and more
Lance Bird, FAIA and Jane Bird 
Douglas Ewing, FAIA and Margaret Ewing 
Scott Gaudineer, AIA and Leslie Gaudineer

Jean Roth Driskel Scholarship Fund

2021 Donors:

Donors Through 10/10/21

CLICK HERE TO DONATE! DONORS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE 
CHAPTER WEBSITE AND AT MAJOR CHAPTER EVENTS

*Driskel Scholar

https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund
https://connect.calfund.org/jean-roth-driskel-scholarship-fund

